Historic, Archive Document 


Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 


eo, 


i 0 ms IN WON é : 
J : i BS ee _ 
i 


Fiat ane 


“fi, Bisse oy , P EOREGT P DANI 
bi neo a INT FOREST & RANGE 
da) am ~ EXPERIMENT STATION 

idle die 1 L — . 


ogiz-S U.S. Forest Service 


- Baas "a5 Westwide Avalanche Ne ie 


STATION LIBRARY COPY 
pete ee, 


ee 


December 198ap 


The prevailing storm track in December was from the Cascades of Washington and Oregon, 
through northern Utah to northern Wyoming, and into Colorado. Both north and south of this 
belt, snowfalls were well below normal. For example, Alyeska, AK recorded only 60% of 
normal snows, and in the Sierras of California, Mammoth Mtn. totaled 65% of normal, Alpine 
Meadows, 57Z, and Squaw Valley, 44%. Only one day produced double-digit snows in the 
Sierras: 14-24 inches fell on the 16th. 


The Cascades were the only mountain range to have consistently above-normal snows. Mt. 
Hood Meadows, OR recorded 140% of normal, Crystal Mtn., WA, 120%, and Mt. Rainier, WA, 
110%. The heaviest snows fell over the Cascades on the 27th-30th when 44-59 inches 
accumulated. 


In the intermountain area, Bridger Bowl, MT was helped by 36 inches of snow on the lst-2nd 
and received 97% of normal for the month. Although Jackson Hole, WY had no days with 
snowfall greater than 9 inches, it still managed 126% of normal snows. Snowbird, UT came 
in with 117% of normal and recorded 56 inches on the 16th-22nd. 


In Colorado, snowfall varied considerably. In the north, Berthoud Pass received 76% of 
normal; Copper Mtn, Vail, and Breckenridge all reported 90% of normal. The Aspen areas all 
received above-normal snow: Aspen Mtn. recorded 170% of normal. Crested Butte got 110% of 
normal, while further south, Wolf Creek was above normal. On the 28th, Wolf Creek recorded 
26 inches of snow which contained 4.90 inches water equivalent. 


The same warm storm struck Taos, NM on the 28th and dropped 12 inches of snow having 2. 00 
inches water equivalent. For the month, Taos reported 80% of normal snowfall. 
Avalanche totals were generally below normal for December, but there were some interesting 
exceptions. Taos, NM had one of its busiest months ever with 173 recorded avalanches. 
Despite below-average snowfall, the snow came in two storm periods which put its load on a 
TG-weakened snowpack. In the San Juan Mtns. of Colorado, there were many long-running 
avalanches, and it was a busy month on Red Mtn. Pass where 51 slides hit the highway. 
Snowmass, CO endured a cycle of deep-slab releases on the llth and again on the 17th. 
Jackson Hole, WY also survived a cycle of 4-to 8-foot slabs on the 24th. 


Two fatal accidents occurred in December, both near Aspen, CO. On the 13th, a lone lift 

skier went out-of-bounds at Aspen Mtn, triggered a soft-slab avalanche, and was completely 
buried except for one hand. When he was reported missing the next day, searchers followed 
his tracks to the slide. He was uncovered dead from a shallow burial. On the 3lst, two 

ski tourers triggered a slid at Taylor Pass south of Aspen. One grabbed a tree, and was 

only partly buried, and dug herself out. She searched the debris but found no sign of her 
partner. Hours later, a rescue party found the victim totally buried against a tree, but 

with a ski tip sticking out. He was not deeply buried but was dead when uncovered. 

Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station 


The avalanche toll through December is tabulated below. Three buildings in southern 
Colorado suffered minor damage in December. All were mine buildings that were grazed by 
large avalanches. Also this table contains up-to-date statistics on Alaskan accidents, 
provided by Doug Fesler. Thus far, eight separate incidents in Alaska have caught 13 
climbers, tourers, and snurfers; partly buried 2; and injured 3. 


Total Avalanches Reported Damage Summary - This winter 
Area This This People Vehicles Avalanche Damaged 
Month Winter C B i K BD Bldgs Lifts Misc. 
Central and So. Rockies 690 868 11 3 OO 3 
Intermountain 280 463 4 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
West Coast 479 894 21 0 0 O 0 0 0 


All Areas 1449 2225 36 10 e} 3 0 0 | 0 0 
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